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Group resurrects The Elm Project to bring back trees

By HATTIE BERMSTEIN
LA yriter

i monihs before Berdenth

in 3K ab thi nge of B4, e

len Fenako started “The

Em Projecl” an effort (o

bining bk Uve stabely elm

Lt Uhil idsee Disedd alUws
sicle of Makn and Milford stresta in
Ferowalcl | ame

The prupect sputiered and stalled of
ter Femake disd But now, the local Boy
Srotris pnd the Board of Selectmen have

it moving sgain.

“This is n long-{erm imvestmend :|r|-|l is
recession-prool,” nid Seloctman Toad Pul
nesy, i M fored Brest restcdend who ssvenmd

i g priirehased mn el nnd plonded
if; e bk Froomt s, i e sireed

Thin oot 1k & pack-1-Forward
madel The By Scouts tend about two
{ozen saplings potted ahd placed in the
wiids near the towmn's saliety compleg,
pelling soame of the trees when they'

renel plsmie e fisel aocl i |J:||.'1|r=.'\-
cesida tiy by manire saplings.

Thiz elrws sobd to restdents e pur
chased from the Elm Hesenreh Instituis
in Keene, s bosiness that rises olms re-
sigtmnt bo Dulel Elm diseass

In turmn, bagvers plant them in ther
yards, inchading propernty along Uhe
{rern's Main Streed imvitimg odivers Lo do
v smrme

Puinsey snid Fenske, n netghbar on
Milfrd Streed, canmse ip with the §ilea af
ter voluntesrng to help the minister of
Uiz Brgoklbne Commanity Charch plt
together a progrum called “The Tres-
mires of Brookline

Adter finding mn ol photograph of this

bain Street lined with towering elms
Fenske was on b mizsion 0 bhriong them
ack

“Aboul a dozen ewhi-loof @lm trees
were plurchased by residents,” Pubney
sabd, mdcling (st he and liks nedghbors
il S0 fior ek of e irees, which

meamEnedd about 12 feet high

The procesds served as seed money,
ke rml 1y,

Thi bevn nasvd i Nancls Irom Ehe e
saidios bo prmchusse mord Chen 30 gl
wliheh they placed i buckoets and e
curesd in Lhe imoiand near the Rreakline
Bafedy Complex

Abane polil, Putmey sakd, s Paoard
of Sedectren sugpested thot the Boy
Seouyis sl the potted trees and use fhe
furds fiar (edr setivities But the Boy
Seoults had ancther jdea: use the pro
ceads from Uhe siles ol Use smendier tnees
o priarehase Blgger elm trees and plant
thie trees along Madn nned Mikioed stroeds

I the Tl ol 2006, the town bowgghl twa
bk wlms they plented in he lown
ball field wnd dedscaled 1o fongtime
pate lnwmaker and community volun:
teer Betty Holl and former tomm moder-
akar (e late Tom Armmold
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Elms being sold are about 5 feet high and cost $75

From Page 1

Next, Putney said, officials
want to plant & lirge elm on the
Jmwr in frontof Town Hall, in
memaory af Fensloe

And they already have s place
munrked

*“Theere was & maple in the
front of Town Hall that ded,”
Putney sald. “Maples don't do
well peen § robd with sall, b
elms are not afected by L™

The Rev Divid Smith, pastor
of the commmunity el whien
Fenake tegan The Elm Froject,
suid b plonted twa elms in the
parsomage on Milford Street two
years ngo, mnd both have grown
Lo more than 12 feel.

“It helps bring back the past
At ane time, New Englatd had
umpteen eims,” Smith observed.
ndding, “People don't realize
b much they miles & tree until
it not there BniTHone.”

[hsteh Elm disense was dis-
eovered in the Ohio River Valley
in 1832 and becamas mown i
“eancer” in the tree world, Earty
on, thie Aungus spread from tree
to tree by windbliown beetlas,
destroying more than 100 mil-

lion elima, ineluding those lining
New England stredts, The dis
snse ls cnused by s Rurgus that
alTects the thee's water conduet:
ing mystem. I clogs vascular s
sue aricl th tress wilts and cea.
Longterm efforts to erentea
i el atmt Elm hinve
peoven successful, allowing the
legendary troe to begin regaining
bt rigghiful place in eommimities
Lamin Giblin, 8 volunieer with
Brookline Bov Seout Troop 2650
wald Fensko invited the soonots i

tha troes,” she said. “They
helped muleh the trees and they
watered them all summes, from
My to September.”

Gibkin sahd qiaide & fis Seouts
fromn ihe 5 -member roop sigmed
up to take shifts on the watering
patrol: ench Scout would commit
to o weelk, grecing to water the
plasts whernever there wos beas
ithan an tnch of Finfail

The Seotits also pruned, ferti]
iped. arsdd mulehed the potted
o

“The trees would pel big, and
we'd sell then every Bull™ Giklin
said. "We'd sell & few trees i

fHattie Bermeedn can be
peached af SN0 axt I or
ithemeted mi@eahinet amt

by bigeer trees (o plant along
Muin Streel, next vear, sell mome
and purchnse smaller trees o
IaakdTT1 this Hiirsery.”

This vear, the Scouts have al-
roady sodd thres of the Ave irees
egrrnached for market The ees
mre about 5 feet bgh and wers
priced at $73 each. To malke &
purchase eall Putney ot 724800 alfarila

Afparwhile, Helen's wibdower o Callalinrative Law
Art Fernboe. b watching with o Lbssiniltod Saryls
pride

Sl kpew for nodrenan D i

Facing Divorce?

= Mrdislion

hove™ Feeniske sl “The howis

il interest of the falks thad nre
brovalved
HONEY HASTINGS
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