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Elm tree rooted in seaside park

Secouts help
celebrate

‘Liberty’
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peronin@usacoastoniing. cam

HAMPTON — Bicentenninl
Park han o new addition, a 12-
fool Liberty elm trea, Hamp-
ton Boy Seolita from Troop 177
unveiled the tree at the North
Banch park diacing o caremony
on Thursdny, Sept. 18.

*1 think this jv going o ba s
banutiful ndditen,” said Linda
Chaphart, of the Priends of
Blcentennial Park, which has
bean waorking with othirs o
beautily the wwn-owned park.

Gephart =aid the mee whs
donated 1o the town by the Lib-
oity Elm Research Instinite of
Keeni, The total package, val-
umdl ot 82500, included o special
broiige plagqua with an insceip:
Hon that recounts the history of
Boaton's Liberty Teee. This oo
wan ance the allying place for
(ha Sane of Liberty durng the
American Revelution

Gaphart snid the nogprad
orghnigation wantod i ol
fer the Hampton group tho
e, that was made avallnblo
through an anonymous dona-
Hon, after henring alwour all the
work maembors hove done 1o
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beautify the park, .

The only stipulstion was that
the local Boy Scouts be n par
of the dedicatlen since it was
tha Boy Scouts of Amarics who

oined the inetinite in 1984 in
18 #fTait t6 restore the Amar-
can Elm Mvam extinotion.

Gephart snid ahe wig e6i-
incied threugh town's Park
mnd Recreation Departmant,
which overseos the park, und
the town was in fovor of ac
copting the gift.

Boy Soout Troop 177 Senlor
Pairol Leader Dan Argue sald

a ot of work wenr inr plani
kgﬁ the tee, He thanked tlie
Friends of Bleentennial Park,
Chot and Diane Rilay for do-
nating the stone and Roger
Syphors for the work needed o
ploce the plague m the stone.
Heo also gave a special thanks
o former Troop 177 member
Robert "Renny” Cushing, who,
il & Atale reprasentuilve spo-
sorod o resolution to have alm
irees planied nluﬁlx Routa 1.
“Lat's hope this Libarry
elm will inspire our own to
bring Liberty elms on this
historie road and elsewhare
in our town," Argue sald.
Arjue sald the Scouts were
honored 16 Bo included In the
planting of a type of tree that
Ofca was a prominent sight in
towen, “2008 is the 75 anniver-
gary of the esmblishment of
Troop 177 in Hampon," Ar-
Hus snid. *Wa believe the Lil-
orty elm ls fiting memorial
foi all the roop has conteib.
uted o the eommunity and o
reminder for future Scouts to

ity

OanceminPo.

Gephart and her hisband
wirt named stewnrds of the
troe, Linda sald the elm should
fit in nicely at the seagice pari,

Elizabath Webb, of  the
town's Shiade Tree Comimittes,
fgrand, “I'm very glad they
were able ta get {0, they were
nble to plant it and the fown
took it Webh gild "Peopls
are going to enjoy it *

The Elm Eesenrch Instinis
wan established in 1967 with
the puipose of saving the
American elm from extinc-
tion. The institute spoisoiod

enatic research thint resulted
n the American Libarty elm,
o purebred descendant af dis-
anae-resisinnl Amerioan slima,

It is the only elm with a life.
time warranty ngainat Dutch
elm  disease which killed
almost all of the elm rees
around, including onea that
once stood Wlin Hampron.

The Institute haa been e
tnblizhing memorials in com-
munitles ngi'esr the country
o commemorsie the birth of
freedom and help renoee the
P,
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Rooted in Honor

Troop 177 Dedicates American Liberty Elm as Service Project
By Liz Premo, Adantic News Staff Writer

Atlantic News, Friday, September 26, 2008

[The following article is courtesy of Atfantic News|

WE ARE PREPARED! -- Members of Troop 177 gather around
the newly planted American Liberty Elm tree st Bicentennial
Park for o benediction at the conclusion of the dedication

ECTEmMONY.
[Atfantic Mews Photo by Liz Premo]
— e —————

Bicentennial Park at North Beach is now home o a newly planted American Liberty Elm tree, thanks to

hitp://www.hampton.lib.nh.us/hampton/history/parks/bicentennialpark Elm TreePlanted AN, 4/23/2009



A collaborative effort between Hampton's Boy Scout Troop 177, an anonymous Rotary Club donor, and
numerous others in the Seacoast aren community.

About 30 peaple were in attendance when the troop conducted an official dedication ceremony during
the early evening of Thursday, September 18, The tree, obtained through the Elm Research Institute in
Reene, had been planted and prepped carlier in the week with assistance from the Friends of
Bicentennial Park, The group is responsible for the exiensive rejuvenation and beautification that has
recently tnken place at the oceanfront site,

The planting and dedication of the American Liberty Elm was just one in a serfes of activities and events
Troop 177 has held this year in observance of its 75th anniversary. And according to Larry Marsolais,
committee chairman for Troop 177, it's a good opportunity for the Scouts to give back to the town,

“It's  good service project for them [and] for the beach," he said. "This is a nice park; [the tree] adds to
it."

The ceremony began with the Troop presenting the eolors and conducting the Pledge of Alleginnce,
Senior Patrol Leader, Dan Argue, offered a welcome 1o all in attendance and recognized those who were
instrumental in bringing the project o fruition,

Among those individuals so acknowledged were Elizabeth Webbh of Hampton's Shade Tree
Commission; John and Linda Gebhart and other members of the Friends of Biceniennial Park: Bud and
Lois DesRochers, who eoordinated the placement of the tree and its commemorative stone; Chet and
Dianne Riley (for the stone) and Roger Syphers (for placing the plague on the stone),

Also ncknowledged were Town Manager Fred Welch and Hampton Recreation Director Dyana Marting
John Price of the Public Works Department; Frank Swifl for site preparation and planting; Churchill's
Garden Center (for loam) and Filirine Manufacturing. which handled purchasing and transporting the
tree from Keene to Hampton,

SPL Argue thanked the anonymous Rotry Club member who provided "a significant financial
contribution” that helped make the $2500 project possible, Also noied was Rober "Renny" Cushing,
who as u state representative in 1997 sponsored a resolution calling for the restoration of elm trees along

Route 1,

“Let’s hope that this Liberty Elm will inspire our town to bring elms back to our section of this historic
road and elsewhere in town," snid SPL Argue.

After providing a brief history of elms in the Hampton ares, their devastation by Dutch Elm Disense and
the development of the Elm Research Institute's Liberty Elm program, SPL Argue told the crowd that
the organization "developed a program for Boy Scout troops to plant Liberty Elms in their
communities,”

Observing that "2008 is the 75th anniversary of the establishment of Troop 177 in Hampton," SPL
Argue noted, "We believe that this Liberty Elm is a fitting memorial for all that the troop has contributed
to the community and a reminder o every Scout and Scouter 1o continue in that tradition,”
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HONORABLE SERVICE - Ansell Palmer, one of Troop 177's
first members 75 years ago, places o shovelful of soil at the base
of the American Liberty Elm ut Bicentennial Park.

| Arfariric News Photos by Liz Premo)

Playing a Higllliﬁuun'! part in the dedication service was Ansell Palmer, an original member of Troop 177
when it was first formed in 1933, Palmer was the first to place a ceremoninl shovelful of seil at the base
of the elm tree; he was followed in kind by the Pedro Patrol, Troop 177's newest members,

The ceremony continued with the unveiling of the memorial plaque, affixed to o stone that stands in
front of the tree. Leaders from Troop 177's Frontiersmen Patrol and Flaming Arrow Patrol removed a
length of fabric to reveal the plaque, which was read aloud by one of the Scouts: "This American Liberty
Elm was named after "The Liberty Tree: Our Country's First Symbol of Freedom." On the moming of
August 14, 1765, the people of Boston awakened 1o discover two effigies suspended from an elm tree in
protest of the hated Stamp Act. From that day forward, that elm became known as "The Liberty Tree." It
stood in silent witness to countless meetings, speeches and celebrations, and beeame the rallying place
for the Sons of Liberty, In August of 1775, as a last act of violence prior to their evacuation of Boston,
British Soldiers cut it down because it bore the name "Liberty "

The Scout added, "It is very litting that this Liberty Elm should have a prominent place in our
Bicentennial Park."”

The ceremony continued with a poem read by Scoutmaster Doug Aykroyd, and the presentation of o
letter from the Scouts to Hampton Selectman Bill Lally. The letter, read by Scout Alex Cawley,
formalized in writing the troop's "commitment to service” both past and future,

"We the Scouts of Troop 177 recognize the contributions made o our community for 75 years by the
Scouts of our troop who have come before us," Cawley read. "We pledge to do our best to be ready 1o
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continue to serve our community into the future."

The ceremony concluded with Troop 177, clasping hands in a circle around the tree, holding a
traditional elosing and benediction, and reciting the chant, "Be prepared!" "We ARE prepared!”

"It was an exciting opportunity,” said Scoutmaster Aykroyd following the ceremony. "It came out of the
blue."

Taking on the American Liberty Elm project for this portion of Hampton, he added. broadens the boys'
own perception of Scouting,

"When we go camping [and] hiking, they have n good time," said Aykroyd, "[When] doing ceremonies
like this they see the other side of Scouting, which is equally imporiant.” In fact, he added, he heard one
scout say, "I'm proud | was here tonight.”

The two Scouts who unveiled the plague during the dedication

ceremony are shown in this photograph,
| Arfemmtic Mews Photos by Liz Premn)

To find out more about the American Liberty Elm tree program visit www.landseapeelms.com; for more
about Troop 177 visit www bsatroop] 77,org.
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